
We are all trying to do the right thing.

But something about the way we’ve been going about it recently has been 
upsetting me.



There have been and are still terrible injustices in our country.

We are right to feel compelled to do something about it.



Personally, I always want to stand up for the “little guy” and help people who are in 
need.

Recently, I feel like we have been picking on some defenseless students and it 
makes me want to do something to help them.



Let me tell you a story about a student. He is Christian and from a conservative 
family in the panhandle of Florida. He is a very promising young scientist, but he 
feels like he has no place in our University. 


He is always being excluded and his opinions and cherished beliefs are mocked 
and dismissed regularly. I really feel for him, and I want to make sure that he feels 
welcome and like he has a future in science if that’s what he wants to pursue. I want 
to be part of a university that makes including everyone a priority.



What are we saying to young males about their place in science? I feel terrible for 
people who are just trying to pursue a career in a field that they love and have talent 
in, but aren’t going to get the opportunity.

Sex Applied Selected % selected

Male 47 2 4.3%

Female 31 6 19.4%

I was part of the selection process for a competitive postdoctoral fellowship last 
year. Here are their selection results broken down by sex.



The way Harvard treats Asian-Americans reminds me of Jewish quotas from my 
grandfather’s day and it makes me feel really icky.

I can’t help thinking of hard-working kids from poor, immigrant families who aren’t 
getting to live out their dreams.



I have seen us discriminating against Chinese applicants and I feel terrible about it.

Chinese students are just as creative and independent thinking as American 
students.



What can we do to try to make our society, our University, and our department a 
more inclusive and just place for everyone?



I teach night high school to formerly incarcerated people at St. Leonard’s Ministries. 

To me doing hard work is really important. I feel like we can talk about justice until 
the cows come home, but nothing will happen unless we get to work trying to help 
the people who are suffering.



I serve at St. James Meals Ministries, where we feed people in need, mostly 
homeless and elderly.

It’s really important to me to go out love my neighbor in a personal and tangible 
way.



Let’s try to keep politics out of our department. 


Let’s focus on making our department a great place for everyone to do science. 


Let’s treat every person as an individual worthy of respect and dignity.


Let’s try as hard as we can to treat everyone who applies to our department equally, 
and judge applicants only on the basis of their promise as scientists. 

Dorian Abbot



